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Members of South East London Humanists at the gate of Knole House during a visit this summer 
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From the Groups, Sections, and Membership Coordinator 
by Blakeley Nixon 

This is a very network led issue of the newsletter with many groups having lots to report over a 

summer full of talks, walks, debates, philosophy, and jazz.  Before I hand over to the network, here is 

an update on some of the support the BHA can provide Partner Groups. 

IT guide – The BHA’s ICT Manager, Andrew West, has produced a very helpful guide outlining all the 

support the computers and internet support the BHA offers to Partner groups. You can find the 

guide on the Groups Hub or you can download the pdf (you need to be logged in to the hub to 

access the guide). 

Free book for Partner Groups – The Partner Agreement commits the BHA to 

providing a free copy of every new BHA Publication. Our last published book was 

‘Funerals without God’ by Jane Wynne Wilson. This is a do it yourself guide for non 

religious funerals and can be an excellent resource for Partner Groups to share with 

their members. If you would like to claim your free copy (one per group), email 

info@humanism.org.uk with details of a delivery address.  

GRAM 2015! – Registration is still open for the Groups Representatives’ Annual Meeting 2015.  A 

number of BHA staff have confirmed that they will be heading sessions but you can still email GRAM 

2015 hosts, Farnham Humanists, with any suggestions for content - 

gram@farnham.humanist.org.uk.   

Existing support – Remember you can order marketing materials and invite BHA staff speakers to 

come and speak to your group online.   

‘Introduction to Humanism’ Course  
The BHA has course materials, available online, that may be of interest to Partner Groups wishing to 

introduce their members to aspects of humanism. The courses available are: 

 

Exploring Humanism  - A basic six week introduction to Humanism, the beliefs of 

humanists believe and what they do. 

 

Aspects of Humanism  - A sixteen hour in-depth course spread over eight sessions 

focusing on the history and philosophy behind humanist beliefs. 

 

Applied Ethics - A five part looking at differing approaches to moral thinking and 

action throughout history. 

 

Death, Dying, and Meaning - A four session course exploring the significance of 

death (including murder, suicide and terminal illness), the meaning of life and 

immortality. 

 

We would be interested in getting feedback from any groups who have run the course, so please 

email groups@humanism.org.uk. 

https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/runningagroup/it-guide
https://docs.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=aHVtYW5pc20ub3JnLnVrfGdyb3Vwcy1odWJ8Z3g6MjU3OWY3MDc4MDlkYmRlNw
mailto:info@humanism.org.uk
https://humanism.org.uk/events/gram2015/
mailto:gram@farnham.humanist.org.uk
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/materials/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/bha-speakers/
https://humanism.org.uk/education/courses
http://humanism.org.uk/education/courses/introduction-to-humanism/
http://humanism.org.uk/education/courses/aspects-of-humanism/
http://humanism.org.uk/education/courses/applied-ethics/
http://humanism.org.uk/education/courses/death-dying-and-meaning/
mailto:groups@humanism.org.uk
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BHA Campaigns – Get involved 
by Jay Harman, Faiths Schools and Education Campaigner 

Earlier this month, the BHA published research revealing the 

shocking extent to which state-funded ‘faith’ schools are 

demanding money from parents, in flagrant violation of the 

law. Individual cases of this have been reported in the past, 

but the scale of the problem was not previously known, nor 

that ‘faith’ schools were overwhelmingly the main offenders.  

Currently, the law does allow for schools to appeal for 

voluntary donations from parents, but it also stipulates that 

any such appeal must make clear that contributions are 

entirely voluntary and should not put any pressure on parents to pay. Despite this, our research 

demonstrated that schools are consistently describing parental contributions as obligatory, in some 

cases stating that payment is a condition of accepting a place at the school. One Jewish primary 

school was even asking for over £1000 a year from parents, while a further Catholic school 

suggested parents pay using the money they were saving from free school meals.  

Clearly our findings make a mockery of the claim that ‘faith’ schools provide for the poor and 

disadvantaged and add to the growing body of evidence that socio-economic selection is rife within 

the sector. Further, many of the schools we found were voluntary-aided and are therefore obliged to 

contribute 10% of capital costs themselves, a contribution which has historically been used to justify 

the broad powers they enjoy to religiously discriminate and set their own narrow RE curriculum. 

However, given this money is actually being raised through unlawful demands on parents’ money, 

this whole system, including the discriminatory powers afforded to ‘faith’ schools, must be called 

into question.  

How can Groups help? 

Since we published the findings, lots of people have been in touch to tell us that they have 

experienced similar issues at their children’s schools, and we’d love to hear from you too. We’ve met 

with the Department for Education to discuss the problem. Partner Groups can get involved by 

informing their members of the situation and encouraging people to provide the BHA with more 

examples of where local schools have made similar demands. This more examples we can draw on, 

the stronger our argument becomes. Please do get in touch! – jay@humanism.org.uk.    

Find our more 

You can download and share the BHA’s full report on the findings and see the table showing how 

much each school was demanding. 

You can find out more about the BHA’s campaigns work on ‘Faith’ Schools on the BHA website  or 

invite me, the BHA Faith Schools and Education campaigner, to come and give a talk at your Group 

about any areas the BHA’s work on this very important topic.   

https://humanism.org.uk/2015/09/03/bha-research-reveals-shocking-number-of-state-faith-schools-demanding-money-from-parents/
mailto:jay@humanism.org.uk
https://humanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Schools-requesting-financial-contributions-report-FINAL.pdf
https://humanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Schools-requesting-parent-contributions-1-2.xlsx
http://humanism.org.uk/campaigns/schools-and-education/faith-schools/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/bha-speakers/bha-speaker-jay-harman/
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Ancestor’s Trail 2015 
by Lucy Wainwright, Central London Humanists member 

On August 15, humanists and science-lovers 

from all over the UK – and beyond – gathered in 

the Epping Forest in northeast London for the 

Ancestor’s Trail, a celebration of the evolution of 

life and humanity’s place in it. 

In homage to Richard Dawkins’ book, The 

Ancestor’s Tale, hundreds of humanist ‘pilgrims’ 

followed converging trails through the forest, 

learning about the organisms along their chosen 

branch of the tree of life.  The walks ranged from the plant trail, three miles through the woods as 

the pilgrims learnt about how plants had colonised the seas and then the land, to the 12-mile human 

trail, striding back from the modern era to join with our cousins in the ape family and on to the dawn 

of life, nearly four billion years ago. 

As the groups of ‘pilgrims’ – humans, new world monkeys, gazelles, birds, amphibians, fish, plants 

and bacteria – converged, the crowd grew, entertained with live music and bustling with laughter. 

Having collected all its pilgrims of the various species, the trail ended at the dawn of life and at the 

beautiful YHA lodge, where hungry monkeys, birds, plants and even bacteria rested in the sun with 

cakes and tea to enjoy a welcome break before dinner. 

After dinner there was entertainment, hosted by Rumit Somaiya, a stand-up comedian and member 

of the BHA. The pilgrims taxed their brains with a biology-themed picture quiz described by one as 

‘sadistic’ end enjoyed an original play that reimagined the Biblical flood in modern-day Manchester, 

before settling back to listen to live music from Sid Rodrigues, Roger Cawkwell and Phil Walder… 

and, as the evening wore on, to join in. A visitor from Germany described the feeling in the room as 

‘like being with one big family’. 

On Sunday morning, perhaps in some cases slightly worse for wear, everybody assembled again in 

the common room for talks from Judy Adams, the chairwoman of Friends of the Epping Forest, and 

James Rosindell, a biodiversity theorist from Imperial College London and creator of OneZoom, a 

beautiful, interactive way to learn about the tree of life that cannot be recommended enough. 

Judy taught the pilgrims about the fascinating history of the Epping Forest, from iron age earthworks 

through the feudal era to the Elizabethan hunting lodge and the act in 1878 that finally saved the 

forest from enclosure. James discussed weird facts and new discoveries in evolutionary science, 

taking his audience through their relationship to various herbs and such hypotheses as the 

chequered past of the malaria parasite; who knew its ancestors made their living photosynthesising 

as brown algae? 

The Ancestor’s Trail is the brainchild of Chris Jenord and has been developed with help from 

members of the Central London Humanists, the British Humanist Association and the Richard 

Dawkins Foundation. Next year’s event will take place on the weekend of 30 July; register for 

updates, and we hope to see you there for a celebration of nature, science and friendship. 

http://ancestorstrail.org.uk/
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-ancestors-tale/richard-dawkins/yan-wong/9780753819968
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-ancestors-tale/richard-dawkins/yan-wong/9780753819968
http://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/london-lee-valley
http://www.friendsofeppingforest.org.uk/
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/j.rosindell
http://www.onezoom.org/
http://www.meetup.com/central-london-humanists/
https://humanism.org.uk/
https://richarddawkins.net/
https://richarddawkins.net/
http://ancestorstrail.org.uk/auth/signup
http://ancestorstrail.org.uk/auth/signup
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Highlights from the network  
 

South West London Humanists had a lively discussion on the ‘Limits of Freedom of Speech’. There 

was widespread agreement over the importance of legal protection for freedom of expression, short 

of speech that incites violence.  However, a wide variety of views were expressed when the group 

discussed the extent to which it was desirable to use freedom of speech without regard to the 

feelings of others and the dilemma surrounding the desire to help social harmony in a plural society 

versus the need to protect the full extent of free expression by constantly testing its boundaries.  

The Hull and East Riding Humanist Group hosted a meeting about the controversial subject of 

‘fracking’. The discussion was prompted by the fear that sites in East Yorkshire are presently being 

drilled by an oil prospecting company which could lead to the establishment of fracking operations 

in coming years and which, according to campaigners, could damage and contaminate the aquifer on 

which Hull and the surrounding area heavily depends for its water supply.  

Jazz in the Garage – On 26 July Birmingham Humanists held their 

summer social, hosted by member Terry McGrath, and his wife, 

Sheila Fawkes. A jazz ensemble was provided by the ‘Sheila Fawkes 

Quintet’, for what was supposed to be ‘Jazz in the Garden’. 

According to Caroline Sugden – ‘Unfortunately this year the rain 

never let up, so the music was in the garage instead, giving a new 

meaning to the term “garage music”!’ 

The photo shows Birmingham Humanist members, Ade Wakelin (guitarist, standing), playing the 

blues with Terry (trombonist) and his band.  

North Yorkshire Humanists organised a short course in June and July on the applications of 

philosophy to questions of interest to us as Humanists. The course was led by Stuart Jesson, 

Professor of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics York St John University. Professor Jesson used Humanist 

values - such as compassion, reason, leading a good life, as a starting points for discussion, aimed at 

exploring and developing the way we as humanists, think about questions of ethics. 

John Coss of Greater Manchester Humanists led a fascinating session entitled 'In 2115, what will our 

descendants condemn as our greatest moral failings?'. John opened the meeting by summarising an 

article written by Stefan Klein and Stephen Cave entitled, ‘What will morality look like a 100 years 

hence?’ The talk incited a lively debate with one member suggesting that the group get involved 

with Humanists for a Better World.  

The fledgling Windsor Humanists hosted Pauline Turner and Liz Harwood who spoke to the group 

about their experiences of being BHA accredited Humanist Celebrants.  The pair discussed the 

training they undertook as well as the rewards of conducting non-religious funerals, weddings and 

baby naming.  You can find out more about Humanist Ceremonies from the BHA website and find 

local celebrants using the Celebrant Map.  

If you have any events you would like to report on for the next issue, please email a short summary 

(approx 100 words) to groups@humanism.org.uk.  

http://www.swlhumanists.org.uk/
http://hull-and-east-riding.humanist.org.uk/
http://www.birminghamhumanists.org.uk/
http://nyhg.humanist.org.uk/
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/
http://aeon.co/magazine/philosophy/what-will-morality-look-like-100-years-hence/
https://humanism.org.uk/about/h4bw
http://www.windsorhumanists.com/events/
https://humanism.org.uk/ceremonies/find-a-celebrant/
mailto:groups@humanism.org.uk
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A summer of Humanism 
a few photos of some group activities over the summer 

 

  

The South West London Humanists’ Summer Party 2015 

Members of Central London Humanists on this year’s 
ancestors trail.  

Dorset Humanists stall at the 'Bourne Free' LGBT Pride event 

Chiltern Humanists’ Summer Party 2015 

Birmingham Humanists’ annual stall at Moseley Festival 

(MozFest)  

East London Humanists stall at the Leytonstone Car Free day 
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Upcoming group events 
 

Dorset Humanists – The Consciousness Conundrum  

14.00, 10 October - Moordown Community Centre, Bournmouth 

Historically, questions about the ‘hard problem’ of consciousness have primarily been a topic for 

philosophers, but advances in neuroscience are bringing us closer to a scientific understanding. Peter 

Naish, a senior lecturer in cognitive psychology at the Open University, will be revealing many of the 

latest developments in our efforts to unravel the mysteries of consciousness. 

Guildford and Woking Humanists – 'Climate Change and Evolution' 

19.30, 16 October – Guildford Institute, Ward Street, Guildford  

When an organism’s environment changes, it can either move or adapt. Some 

species will adapt better than others, and understanding what aspects of an 

organism’s biology allow adaptation is crucial if we want to predict the effects of 

climate change on biodiversity. Dr Knell will discuss what is known about 

adaptation and climate change and what sort of effects on biodiversity we might 

expect to see over the next century. Humanism assigns great value to human 

beings but what are our moral obligations towards other animals?  

North Yorkshire Humanists  – the BHA’s work in Parliament  

19.30, 3 November –  Priory Street Centre, York YO1 6ET 

BHA Director of Public Affairs and Campaigns Pavan Dhaliwal will be 

updating North Yorkshire Humanists about the Association’s work with the 

top level of UK politics.  If you think this would be of interest to your Partner 

Group, you use the BHA website to invite Pavan to come and give a talk. 

Windsor Humanist- Tackling homophobia: Helping religious parents accept their children 

19.30, 13 October – Waterman Arms, Eton 

Matt Ogston will talk to the group about his work building understanding between religious families 

and their gay children following the tragic death of his partner Naz last year.  All Welcome. 

Advertise your upcoming events on the BHA website by adding it to the Groups Event Calendar. 

Upcoming BHA events 
Jim Al-Khalili in conversation with Ziauddin Sardar: Humanist and Muslim 

perspectives on the modern world 

19.30, 28 October – Conway Hall, London 

The British Humanist Association, the Muslim Institute, and Conway Hall 

present a special dialogue event featuring BHA President Jim Al-Khalili and 

Muslim Institute Chair Ziauddin Sardar in conversation. More details can be 

found on the BHA Website and you can purchase tickets via event bright. 

http://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
http://www.meetup.com/Guildford-Woking-Humanists/events/224564780/
http://nyhg.humanist.org.uk/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/bha-speakers/bha-speaker-pavan-dhaliwal/
http://www.windsorhumanists.com/events/
http://hub.humanistgroups.org.uk/group-events-calendar/add-your-event
https://humanism.org.uk/wp-admin/admin.php?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo&reset=1&id=141
https://humanism.org.uk/wp-admin/admin.php?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo&reset=1&id=141
https://humanism.org.uk/wp-admin/admin.php?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo&reset=1&id=141
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/jim-al-khalili-ziauddin-sardar-in-conversation-tickets-18101387738

